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Abstract 
The article deals with the qualitative uniqueness of the affirmative and non-affirmative approaches to understanding 
the role of education in human life and society in general. The study of the content of publications in scientometric 
database "Scopus" and publications on issues of affirmative approach in the Russian State Library shows that 
ambiguous interpretation of the concept "affirmative" was the reason for developing various theme-lines in the field 
of education, both at the organizational and the subjective-personal level. It is noted that the approach of the German 
authors is quite different, as guided by the idea of "socially positive", which is achieved through both affirmative 
and non-affirmative approach to education and upbringing. The problem of “affirmativeness” in education holds 
promise for being developed as a theme-line that supports the idea of forming person’s positive attitude and zest for 
life. 
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1. Introduction 
The article describes the features of affirmative approach that develops in modern pedagogy. Search for 
fundamental concepts of the theory of education acquires new aspects of relevance in the present context. The 
"scale" of pedagogical science, interpreting the phenomenon of education, can never match the "scale" of the 
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educational experience, which necessitates constant search for new foundations and paradigmatic approaches to 
problematization of pedagogy theory, its involvement into the new fields of thematic fronting of the phenomenon of 
education as such [1]. Attempts to approach the phenomenon of education that have been undertaken by various 
schools and contemporary scholars, face a number of problems, which are based on such characteristics of education 
as its ambiguity and multidimensionality. They are related to consecutive stages of clarification of different 
existential dimensions education stems from: considering the role of educational institution as external 
organizations, state institutions as intrinsic spiritual entities, role of an individual in education as a subjective spirit 
in the teaching field, the problem of ideal ideals and others. 
Significant contribution to the theory of education has been made by German pedagogical scholars, who addressed 
the problem of hermeneutic interpretation of the facts of education. German science of education as a life practice 
theory considers self-understanding of human existence as the phenomenal core of education. It has gained certain 
experience of self-analysis, shown on pre-scientific level of pedagogical knowledge. Not it strives for further self-
understanding in science theming. 
2. Historical-philosophical background 
Developing his idea that education is a self-clarifying spiritual practice, J. G. Herder (1744-1803) pointed out 
that language is the most important link between an individual and the society [2], as well as the basic cognitive 
instrument with the ability to "expand the horizons" of one’s life and enter spiritual world of another person. The 
thinker laid the groundwork for educational hermeneutics, being the first to distinguish the term interpretation within 
the context of personality development as a separate area of study. Herder related acts of "empathy" in other texts of 
life with the development of gnostic skills; he also treated the process of conscientious study of living and written 
practices as an act of innermost self-education able to provide a person with spiritual strength. 
The Herder’s idea of studying linguistic representation of pedagogical concepts as a prerequisite necessary to 
find out their true meaning could be traced through the concept of national education by J. G. Fichte [3]. He 
believed the Germans’ mentality is so peculiar that it cannot be expressed in Latin-derived terms, such as 
"humanity", "popularity", "liberality", as they are not able to reflect the features of purely German objectifications of 
these concepts’ content. German language itself is a means of life-asserting affirmativeness and positive factor in the 
nation’s development. J.G. Fichte consistently argued that study of the German language history can affect 
favorably the process of cultivating "Germanness" in the younger generation. 
According to H. Marcuse, culture is affirmative as a framework for a person’s perception of the world which 
prevents him from finding his true being. He advocated the ideal of a man, able to find its identity and authenticity 
by escaping from inauthentic bourgeois society [4]. T. Adorno believed that affirmativeness, life-asserting principle 
of culture militates against barbarism [5]. Man asserts himself through culture, which gives him hope for the best, 
correct and decent life. 
O. Fink [6] follows Herder to interpret education as a spiritual practice, self-clarified individually. What is most 
important for the young generation education is practical involvement itself, as it leads to self-understanding of 
human existence. Reality of the actual reveals itself through language, which is a barometer of things existent. Each 
child "finds itself" in a language that has already interpreted the world, named it and made certain manifestations of 
it known through naming. Positive attitude to the world is formed in the process of a child’s familiarizing with the 
names of the existing things and grasping their inbeing.   
The problem of affirmativeness in the history of philosophy has ideological and cultural edifying aspects, when 
issues of the human educational ideal are addressed. The multifacetedness of interpretations and approaches to the 
concept of "affirmativeness" allows theorists to make a logical and / or content-related emphasis on consideration of 
its facets. 
3. Methodology 
Methods of research are statistical methods, interpretation, the content analysis, generalization. 
57 Olga Fedotova /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  180 ( 2015 )  55 – 60 
3.1. Source base research 
1. The empiric resource for the first series of the research was bibliographic abstract database “Scopus”, which 
contains data on current journal publications of high scientific level. The database can be an instrument for 
tracking citations of articles published in the top-rank scientific periodicals.  
2. To meet the challenges of the second series of the research, the information resource of the Russian State 
Library was used. According to the Federal Law # 77, as amended on 05.05.02014, "Concerning the 
Mandatory Original Copy of Documents" [7], the library is an unparalleled collection of all printed sources 
which were published in Russia, undergone editorial and publishing check, were printed as independent 
publishing units and provided with publisher’s imprint. The electronic book catalog gives an opportunity to 
check availability of any title in Russia. This information resource was chosen due to the fact that it has no 
equals in Russian.  The information resource "Scientific Electronic Library eLibrary.ru» [8], having at its 
disposal such tool as "Russian Science Citation Index", is imperfect. It cannot provide an adequate result to 
search queries for articles containing "affirmation" concept in their titles, despite the fact that they are included 
in this database, for example, our paper [9]. Therefore, it cannot be used as a sound and reliable resource for 
the research. 
3. Philosophy and pedagogics bibliography on the affirmative approach.  
 
a. Procedure,  Instruments and Data analysis 
1) The first series of studies included content analysis of the titles and abstracts of articles on affirmation issues 
presented in the database "Scopus". The analysis category was the concept of "affirmation", the unit of account 
being the number of articles published on the subject. Based on the results of the search query for "affirmation" 
and its semantic analogues, the sample total number of publications on the subject was found to amount to 
2245 units; the first 200 units, with a citation rating from 1029 to 20 times, were selected as suitable for 
analysis. 
2) The second phase of the research dealt with the catalog of books published from 1831 to the present, which 
constitute the Fund of the Russian State Library. A similar search criterion was used to create a sample of 
publications that reflect various aspects of affirmative approach. The issues which had been catalogued twice 
due to technicalities were excluded from the list of publications in the catalog.  In keeping with specific 
objectives, the working units on relevant positions were counted at all stages of the research. The result of the 
content analysis was presented graphically in Microsoft Excel and subject to further speculative interpretation. 
3)  Philosophy and pedagogics bibliography on the affirmative approach.      
 
4. Discussion of the research outcomes 
4.1. The objective of the first stage of the research was to find out how well the publications on various aspects of 
affirmative approach are presented in psychological and pedagogical literature. Computer-aided analysis of the 
search query results made it possible to discover that  among the most cited articles, included in the lists of the 
resources indexed in Scopus, the papers on psychology totaled 87, while those on pedagogics - 13 units of 
publications. Thus, their ratio is 7 to 1. Yearly pedagogical publications, included in the total number of 200 most 
cited articles, are not equally proportioned across the years (Fig.1). 
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     a                                                                 b 
Fig.1. Range of the distribution of the most cited works on affirmativeness issues: (a) number of articles published yearly; (b) –number of 
references by years of publication  
 
As seen from the bar graphs, with relatively low chronological dynamic (number of education-related publications 
ranges from 0 to 2), there is a significant variation in the number of links to pedagogically significant works on 
affirmative action. Among the most popular are the papers of Sackett, PR, Schmitt, N., Ellingson, JE, Kabin, MB - 
157 links [10]; Cantor, JC, Miles, EL, Baker, LC, Barker, DC [11] - 101 links; Slater, M.D., Rouner, D. - 75 links 
[12]. Thematic distribution covers mainly the problems of professional education, certification, positive behavior as 
a mechanism for eliminating social and academic inequalities for different typological groups of population. 
Publications, including the most frequently cited works, reflect different aspects of the pedagogical agenda. It should 
be stressed that only two of them were published in the pedagogical journals [13, 14]. In these articles, logical and 
content-related emphasis is placed on the problem of making higher education accessible on a wider scale, as well as 
on the analysis of successful organizational practices in this sphere. 
 Psychological studies on affirmation issues are numerous and thematically diverse. Many of them give scientific 
evidence of the fact that positive life attitude is significant at the level of self-hypnosis; they suggest developing 
theoretical framework for a new branch of psychological learning - Affirmation Psychology, elaborating Self-
Affirmation Theory. 
  
4.2. The second stage of the research analyzes the data array of the issue-related publications from the Russian 
State Library. Content-analytic study revealed the following facts. There are no thesis research papers on the 
subject, the publications presented in the library being books. The array of book publications is shown in Fig. 2. 
  
                                                   a                                                                                 b 
Fig.2. Range of the distribution of the total number of books devoted to the affirmation in clusters a - “Russian and Foreign authors” and b - 
“Education and Pedagogics”, “Arts and Culture” 
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As it is clearly visible from Fig.2, overall small number of publications on the issues analyzed (28 in total) were 
issued within the period of 1986 - 2011 and is not currently rising. It is represented by 14 native and 14 foreign 
authors, 13 of them translated from English. Thematic distribution indicates that 2 papers on linguistics, considering 
the opposition of negative – affirmative in German and Moldovan, can be classified as the research works. The rest 
of the books popularize the idea of positive thinking in the light of spiritual healing with the help of verbal practices. 
Despite the fact that 2 of the cluster’s papers are entitled "Lessons of affirmations" and "Practical course book," they 
can not be referred to as strictly psychological or pedagogical works, because they have neither research component 
nor evidence base. The titles of publications reflect the idea of words having creative power for curing mental unrest 
along with the concepts of "charm", "mantra", "litany", "prayer", "talisman", "meditation". At the level of 
conceptual metaphor the titles include such word-groups as "conversation with angel", "message to angels", 
"spiritual vibes", "wealth bringing". Books by Russian authors are largely interpreting the publications of foreign 
authors, which is obvious from their titles, e.g. "affirmations according to Louise Hay" (3 books of the same author), 
thus being linguistic explications of their works into Russian.  
4.3. The third phase of the study analyzes peculiarities of the affirmative and non-affirmative approach in 
German pedagogics. The researchers raise the question of support for certain categories of citizens, its essence and 
the grounds for its provision [15, 16]. One can outline the following perspectives in the way the issue is being 
tackled: naive pedagogical perspective (coined by D. Benner), according to which education can neutralize socially 
embedded inequality, or at least significantly compensate the damage caused by actual (both social and intrinsic) 
inequality. The range of methodologies used within the framework of this perspective depends on commitment to 
two fundamental confronting hypotheses, developed in the history of educational practices. Supporters of the deficit 
hypothesis (Defizithypothese), which is the core of naïve pedagogy ideology, believe that the younger generation is 
involved in the process of socialization that infringes their rights and dignity. They have elaborated and 
implemented the idea of making good socially produced deficit by means of compensatory education, which can 
"level" social strata and lead a person to the intended (as well as desired) in certain conditions ideal. 
Proponents of the hypothesis of differences (Differenzhypothese), fundamental for the political and pragmatic 
perspective, hold completely opposite opinion. They believe that, due to insurmountable differences between 
people, education of future generations cannot define a universal educational ideal for all social strata. Neither can it 
be defined for a homogeneous social group. 
Affirmative theories of education are strongly opposed by a modern non-affirmative approach. It assumes the 
necessity of gaining personal experience of self-realization through self-reflection and self-education, rather than  
studying ready-made patterns of venerable practices. Unlike affirmative theories, non-affirmative concepts of 
education do not recognize the validity of the mechanisms of both intentional and functional education. The findings 
of the socialization surveys are interpreted as resulting from self-enlightenment of the society, which itself, without 
being exposed to certain pedagogical stimuli, will develop mechanisms and methods necessary to convey and 
sustain a new sociality, evolving in post-postindustrial society. There emerges a new problem field of non-
affirmative education theory. Its boundaries are marked by such terms as world outlook horizon, contingency, 
experience of living, mundanity, initiative, listening into, ambiguity, self-dependence, irony, self-irony etc. Despite 
the fact that non-affirmative approach is establishing itself in terms of theory, it is presented at the level of both 
implicit and but explicit pedagogical knowledge. Educational books on pedagogy [17] contain the concepts of 
"affirmative education", "educational institutions’ non-affirmative theories", "non-affirmative pedagogical praxis", 
which to a great extent determine the structure of modern training courses. 
5. Conclusions  
The study of the level of scientific development and representation of the affirmative approach in education has 
shown significant differences in understanding its essence, spirit and moulding potential.  
x As follows from the analysis of the English-language "Scopus" bibliography, affirmative approach is seen 
as a positive opportunity to handle the question of education accessibility and to analyze the impacts of 
affirmative actions and self-affirmation. The studies were undertaken on a scientific level and suggest 
further theoretical generalization.  
x In Russian sources (with no significant exceptions), the emphasis is made on self-hypnosis as a formula for 
practical applications of affirmative approach according to the authors’ conceptions of the activity of the 
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unconscious (subconscious).  
x The English-speaking and Russian authors differ from their German colleagues in the way they tackle the 
issue of the affirmative approach to teaching and education. 
Most authors agree that the affirmative approach to education at the institutional and individual level is constructive 
and rational. It helps a person cope with the challenges they face. It is sui generis a recipe of finding freedom and 
independence, as well as enjoying full personal development. 
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